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With the election only a few weeks away, most people are focused on the presidential campaigns.  Nev-
ertheless, there are important contests for the US Senate and House of Representatives and New York State Sen-
ate and Assembly.  While the outcome of the presidential race is certainly critical, our state and national legisla-
tors will be required to make decisions that impact the future for us and our children. 

Members of the NYSRSAS Executive Board realize that we all vote based upon a variety of factors.  How-
ever, there are a number of key issues involving retired people and public education that we believe should be 
considered in making a final decision.  Therefore we decided it would be worthwhile to contact candidates for 
both federal and state positions to obtain their views on the following questions.  We know that not all of our 
members vote in New York State. Since it was not feasible to contact candidates elsewhere, we encourage those 
who vote in other areas to consider these same issues when deciding their votes this November. 

Questions to candidates for President, US Senator, and US House of Representatives: 
 Do you support the continuation of Medicare in its present form?  If not, what would you change? 

 Increase benefits. 
 Shift costs to people with higher incomes through increased premiums and co-pays. 
 Substitute with a voucher plan. 
 Other. 

 Do you support allowing the federal government to negotiate Medicare prescription drug prices? 
 Do you support continuation of Social Security in its present form?  If not, what would you change? 

 Privatization. 
 Raising age limits.  If yes, to what age? 
 Increasing benefits. 
 Other 

 Do you support increasing the cap on Social Security withholding taxes to ensure the system is solvent for the 
foreseeable future? 

Questions to candidates for the New York State Senate and Assembly: 
 In the event a constitutional convention is approved by public referendum in 2017 and 2018, will you commit 

to preserving the constitutional protection of pensions for all public employees? 
 Will you support modifying the current tax cap provisions changing the wording to 2% or the CPI, whichever is 

HIGHER? 
 Will you support full restoration of the gap elimination funds? 
 Do you support expansion of charter schools in NY State? 
 Do you think that charter schools should operate under the same rules as the public schools or should they be 

exempt from mandates and other regulations? 
 Do you think that the results of standardized testing should be a major part of teacher and principal evalua-

tions? 

 The Executive Board met to review candidates’ responses to these questions and made endorsements based 
only on these specific issues.  The candidates endorsed by NYSRSAS are noted on page 3.  We hope this infor-
mation will be helpful as you vote on November 8.  Remember, your vote for candidates at all levels of govern-
ment is important.  Do not neglect to exercise this essential right which is the basis of our democratic govern-
ment and society. 

 

NYSRSAS PROCESS FOR ENDORSEMENT:  2016 

Our thanks to Edward Price, NYSRSAS Education Chair, for his assistance in the preparation of this summary. 
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NYSRSAS 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Eugene Goldwasser, President 
Joseph Quinn, 1st Vice President 
Elliott Kigner, 2nd Vice President 

Jack Zamek, Treasurer 
Pat Galaskas, Recording Secretary 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Edward Price, Education 
Stewart Mortman, Political Action 

John Wallace, Membership 
Corine Lipset-Huberman, Newsletter 

David Long & Stan Opas, Publicity 
Ken Forman, Website Liaison 

 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
 

Edward Bellomo 
Francesca Ciolino-Volano 

Vincent Deland 
Diane Druckman 

John Fogliano 
Jeff Hollander 

Marty Mandelker 
George Pincus 

 

We welcome your comments on articles or current issues.  
To start a discussion, contact us at 

info@nysrsas.org 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
 

Always identify yourself as a NYSRSAS Member 
whenever using the following benefits. 

 
Sterling Optical.   
Sure Sight eye care plan  
800-Eyes-789   (800-393-7789) 
 

 
MVCP  pre-negotiated new and used autos  

800-345-0990.    
Decide  on the make and model as well as features you 
want and then call MVCP .  They’ll contact a dealer and ne-
gotiate the lowest possible price for 
you. 
 
auto-price-finder.com  & truecar.com 
Get a free price quote on the make 
and model of the vehicle you want. 
 
Car Rentals.  
 Avis Worldwide 800-352-7900,  
                          Rate code AWD S 061700. 
               (if trouble with discount code, call 800-831-8000) 
 Alamo 800-354-2322.   
                           Discount rate code 706768. 
 

          Southwest Airlines      
          800-435-9792  

(20-50% discounts  
for travelers over age 65) 

 
 
Eastern Dental Plan [EDP]   
This is a discounted dental program.   
Phone 631-272-5230  
Identify yourself as a NYSRSAS member for 
best discount rates.  Select from hundreds of 
dentists on Long Island. 
Also: vision plan, pet discount drugs, hearing 
plan. 
 
United Health Programs of America  
Identify yourself as a NYSRSAS member for dental and chi-
ropractic rates. 
Hugh Marasa, one of our members, is one of their agents   
Ask for him.  
Phone UHP—800-238-3884 
 
 

For additional hints for discounts in other areas,  
visit our website: 

http://nysrsas.org/benefits 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

P.1—NYSRSAS Process for Endorsement: 2016  

P. 3—NYSRSAS Endorses . . .  

P.4—A Political Fairy Tale 

P 5—Quarterly Query 

P. 5 —Summer 2016 Query Responses 

Pp. 6-7 —Critical Thinking—A Lost Art? 

P. 8—Port City Ponderings 

 

Check  Our  Web  Page! 
http://nysrsas.org 
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NYSRSAS ENDORSES . . .  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New York State Offices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYS Assembly 
Assembly District #1 – Fred W. Thiele, Jr. (D) 

Assembly District #2 – Anthony H. Palumbo (R) 
Assembly District #3 – Dean Murray (R) 

Assembly District #4 – Steven Englebright (D) 
Assembly District #5 – Deborah L. Slinkosky (D) 

Assembly District #6 - ** 
Assembly District #7- ** 
Assembly District #8 - ** 
Assembly District #9 - ** 

Assembly District #10 – Chad A. Lupinaci (R) 
Assembly District #11 - ** 

Assembly District #12 – Andrew P. Raia (R) 
Assembly District #13 – Charles Lavine (D) 

Assembly District #14 – David McDonough (R) 
Assembly District #15 - ** 
Assembly District #16 - ** 
Assembly District #17 - ** 
Assembly District #18 - ** 

Assembly District #19 – Edward Ra (R) 
Assembly District #20 - ** 
Assembly District #21 - ** 

Assembly District #22 – Michaelle Solages (D) 
 

**   Indicates no endorsement.  Generally, this means that one or both of the candidates for this office did 
not respond to our queries regarding their positions on the issues of concern to us.  It  should not be in-
terpreted as negative or positive with respect to either candidate.  It simply reflects a lack of infor-
mation on which to base an endorsement. 

Federal  Offices 
 

President—Hillary Clinton (D) 
 

Senate—Charles Schumer (D) 
 

House of Representatives 
District #1 – Anna Throne-Holst (D) 
District #2 – DuWayne Gregory (D) 

District #3 – Thomas Suozzi (D) 
District #4 - ** 

NYS Senate 
Senate District #1 - ** 
Senate District #2 - ** 
Senate District #3 - ** 
Senate District #4 - ** 

Senate District #5 – James Gaughran (D) 
Senate District #6 – Ryan Cronin (D) 
Senate District #7 – Adam Haber (D) 
Senate District #8 – John Brooks (D) 

Senate District #9 – Todd Kaminsky (D) 
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 I am certain that all of you, like 
me, have been going through a period of 
great angst as you watch the antics of this 
year’s presidential election, no matter 
which candidate you support.   If you read 
the beginning pages of this newsletter, 
you will note that the Executive Board of 

NYSRSAS has endorsed Secretary Hillary Clinton for the 
office of President of the United States.  I am more than 
comfortable with that endorsement.  However, for the 
past several months as Donald Trump’s poll numbers 
rose, I have been agonizing over the possibility of Don-
ald Trump, POTUS.  When the reality of his rallies be-
came too much for me to bear, I assumed a near-fetal 
position and returned to my childhood world of fairy 
tales.  Thus, the following story emerged…. 

IF THE SHOE FITS…. 
 I can’t believe it!  How did I get here?  I’m 
dreaming about the gorgeous white satin jacket Hillary 
wore to a formal dinner last month and the next thing I 
know, I’m in a palace, staring at all the ball gowns on 
some very extravagantly dressed  ladies.  And coming 
up close to me is a beautiful young woman in the most 
spectacular dress I have ever seen.  The dress is floor 
length layered in overlapping tiers of white and blue 
tulle, with a wide belt of white satin ribbon circling the 
tiniest waist I have ever seen.  The bodice of the dress 
is white with a modest decolletage 
neckline, with little tiny seed 
pearls sewn throughout the entire 
bodice and the short capped 
sleeves.   
 Wait!  She’s coming closer 
to me and a man in a brocade suit 
with a jewel embroidered jacket 
and tightly fitted breeches is com-
ing toward her.  I hear people 
whispering “It’s the Prince, it’s the 
Prince.”  I hear the Prince ask the 
beautiful maiden her name and 
she replies, “My name is Cinderella.”  I watch en-
thralled as the Prince and  Cinderella  dance and  dance  

A POLITICAL FAIRY TALE 
Corine Lipset-Huberman 

FROM  THE  DESK  OF:  The  Reflective  Retiree 

 

Dr. Corine Lipset-Huberman has had extensive experience at 

all levels of education. She spent the last 19 years prior to 

retirement as principal of the Village Elementary School in 

Syosset, NY.  Under her guidance it was designated a Blue 

Ribbon School of Excellence. 

and dance, throughout the evening.  He has eyes 
only for her and she gazes into his eyes with ado-
ration as well.   
 But suddenly -- oh, my God, what hap-
pened?  Cinderella suddenly tore herself out of 
the Prince’s arms and ran out of the palace.  There 
is a hush through the ballroom and all that can be 
heard is the clock striking the hour of midnight.  
The Prince stands immobilized, almost in shock 
and then starts after Cinderella, but he is too late.  
She had vanished in the darkness of the night.  But 
there on the palace grounds is a beautiful glass 
slipper, no doubt Cinderella’s—lost as she ran off.   
 The Prince returns to the ballroom and I 
hear him announce that he will search throughout 

the kingdom for the maiden 
whose foot can fit the little glass 
slipper.  All the young women at 
the ball ask to try on the slipper, 
but alas, no one has a foot small 
enough to fit the prize-worthy 

slipper.  A steward comes my way,  “Would you 
like to have a try at it, madam?” looking at my 
strange costume of jeans and a hot pink tee shirt 
that spells “STRONGER TOGETHER” in large black 
letters.   
 At that, I look down at my size 8 sneaker-
clad feet … suddenly I am 
awake in my own bedroom, 
no ballroom, no castle, no 
prince, no Cinderella.   Just 
size 8 feet… and Trump on 
the TV screen. 

What the hell!   
I never win anything!   
Hopefully, Hillary will! 



 

5 

NYS Retired School Administrators & Supervisors  October  2016 

 

The Quarterly Query in the July 2016 issue was: 

  Should all students go to college? 

If not, what kind of post high school education 
should be provided for them? 

Please explain your answer. 

We  received the following responses from sever-
al of our Board members: 

I strongly feel not all students are best served by 
attending college.  We, here in the United States, try 
to fit all pegs through the same hole.  Some people 
have talents that are best used in the trades.  When I 
need an electrician or auto mechanic, I want the best 
at their craft.  In that time of need I could care less 
about their college diploma.  If we had an apprentice 
system that could train and certify tradesmen we 
(and many students) would be better served.  The first 
thing that needs to be done to accomplish this is to rid 
ourselves of the aristocratic belief that the trades are 
in some way inferior.  When my basement is knee 
deep in water I want a master plumber. At that mo-
ment I don’t care if s/he has a Ph.D from M.I.T.  
    Stewart Mortman 

The face of high school must change across our 
country.  Traditional learning should occupy 9th and 
10th grade.  That should be the end of high school as 
we know it!  Grades 11 and 12 should  focus on a vari-
ety of experiences either career-technical in nature or 
college-centric.  Education Week  published a com-
mentary in May 2016 by Blair Lybbrert that essential-
ly called for the restructuring of high school so that 
standard course offerings end at the completion of 
10th grade.             Ken Forman 

While a liberal arts education provides an excel-
lent base for many careers and for an understanding 
of society and culture, it may not be the appropriate 
track for all youngsters.  The President proposes col-
lege and career readiness.  Students may prepare for 
college but others may plan to enter the workforce 
through apprentice programs.  However, this does not 
mean that we can neglect providing every student 
with a sound  basic  education  that  will  allow him or  

  

Quarterly Query 
 

AUTUMN 2016 
  

What suggestions would you offer  

to improve future presidential campaigns? 

 

This question is posed in light of the current ex-
traordinary campaign which I think all would 
agree has been rather unusual.  We encourage 
you, our members, to respond to this query for 
several reasons: 
1) we are delighted when members of our organ-

ization participate by attending Board 
meetings or writing in response to this column 
or writing to express an interest, an opinion, 
ask a question, raise an issue, etc.   

2) other readers would certainly be interested in 
ways to improve the election process, and  

3) responses will be collated and forwarded to 
the Republican National Committee and the 
Democratic National Committee.  Perhaps said 
Committees will take note of the suggestions 
offered by this body of educated, intelligent 
and problem-solving individuals.  Therefore, 
you might regard it as your civic duty to re-
spond to this query.     

 

Please do let us hear from you.   
 

e-mail your response to 
info@nysrsas.org.   

 

(Include your name  
and the district from which you retired.) 

her to continue to learn regardless of the path cho-
sen.  Young people may find themselves in several 
different careers during their working lives due to 
rapid technological change.  Therefore, we must en-
sure that all children leave high school with essential 
skills that will enable them to adapt to future 
change. Edward Price  

QUARTERLY QUERY RESPONSES 

Summer 2016 

mailto:info@nysrsas.org
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(continued on page 7) 

Critical Thinking – A Lost Art? 

 Pat Galaskas 

rational justification of a point of view.  All too often 
there seems to be a lack of critical thinking or analysis 
regarding statements made by public figures (no 
matter what their political persuasion).    

Given my generally more liberal leanings, after 
the Republican Party convention this summer I 
thought I should try to find out more about Donald 
Trump.  Therefore, I started reading The Making of 

Donald Trump by David Clay John-
ston, a journalist who originally be-
came interested in Trump when re-
searching the rise of casinos on the 
eastern seaboard.  The author 
seemed pretty objective to me, but 
he was also highly critical of some of 
the Donald’s business practices in At-

lantic City.  I found my uneasiness about Trump in-
creasing. 

Now, I’m a former educator who values critical 
thinking and when I was in school I was taught the 
importance of looking at both sides of any question.  
That being the case, I decided I really needed to read 
more about Hillary Clinton so that I 
could better understand why my 
neighbor could think it totally appro-
priate to display a lawn sign saying 
“Hillary for Prison.”  Was any of the 
mistrust justified?  As was the case 
with my reading about Trump, I 
sought what I hoped would be an ob-
jective approach to the Democratic 
nominee’s life story and selected A Woman in Charge 
by Carl Bernstein (of Woodward and Bernstein fame).   

Meanwhile, I was receiving the usual array of un-
solicited e-mail from the political party I had financial-
ly supported in the past and a host of Facebook 
postings from my friends with more liberal leanings.  
Gradually, over the course of a couple of weeks, I 
found myself being sucked into reading more and 
more of these pro-Hillary/anti-Trump pieces (perhaps 
more appropriately described as “rants” in many cas-
es).  Suddenly I thought, “Whoa!  What are you do-
ing?  You’re only looking at one side of these issues!”  
I began to feel like I was being brainwashed. 

 

      In the twelve years since I retired, 
I’ve had occasion to reflect upon the 
efficacy of the education we offered in 
our public schools on more than one 
occasion.  The first was when I was 
sitting in on an upper level college 
course called “Introduction to Spanish 

Literature.”  I’ll admit it was a bit of a “stretch” for 
me to deal with the body of new vocabulary I was 
encountering en español.  However, what surprised 
me was the fact that my classmates (sophomore and 
junior level college students) seemed to be con-
founded, not by vocabulary, but by the need to inter-
pret meaning and base their judgments upon refer-
ences to text.  All too often, they would express an 
opinion but were clueless when asked to “justify” 
that opinion based on what they had read.  “How can 
this be?” I thought.  “I know we were teaching those 
skills in preparing our students for the 4th grade ELA.”  
Obviously, those young people must have passed 
those exams and others, more advanced, in order to 
graduate from high school.  We must have done 
something right!  What transpired in the meantime 
to leave them unable to apply those skills in this 
Spanish lit course? 

I was working in curriculum and staff develop-
ment when our schools really got serious about using 
computers even at the elementary school level.  I re-
member quite vividly how concerned we were about 
the need to teach youngsters to be critical consumers 
of the information offered by websites they might 
encounter.  Just as we wanted them to read critically 
for the ELA and be able to analyze primary source 
material in social studies and apply logic and reason-
ing to solve math problems, we were certainly 
(perhaps naively) expecting that those skills would 
“transfer” and be available when confronting the 
problems of everyday life after graduation in their 
jobs, in their families and in cyberspace. 

Fast forward to the present.  I find myself in the 
(for me) Kafka-esque current political scene in the 
United States and I’m trying to understand why sig-
nificant portions of our populace seem unconcerned 
about any of those “thinking skills” I’ve referenced up 
to this  point.  Opinion seems to obviate the need  for  
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Critical Thinking – A Lost Art? 
(cont’d from  page 6) 

Spoiler alert:  When I was a junior in college, I 
spent a full year studying in southern Germany.  
(Maybe that reference to Kafka gave me away?)  My 
German friends at the university were young children 
during WWII, so they had no role in the political de-
velopments leading up to that conflagration.  Howev-
er, I met a number of their parents.  They seemed to 
be well-meaning, likeable people and to this day I 
wonder “How could they have been convinced to 
support the political party that created the Third 
Reich?” Of course, it would be simplistic in the ex-
treme to ignore the threats of Brown Shirt violence 
and later Nazi retribution for opposition.  Similarly, 
one can’t overlook the suppression of the free press 
that accompanied the rise of the Partei.  Still, before 
they recognized the abuses of power, many Germans 
listened to Hitler and actively supported him.  So 
what happened?  Were they brainwashed (even be-
fore the concept as we now know it existed)? 

Yes, I think many historians would agree that the 
German masses were being brainwashed in the peri-
od leading up to WWII.  So are there parallels to the 
current political situation in the United States?  I fear 
that the answer would again be affirmative.  Anybody 
who uses the internet or who has seriously looked at 
the range of newspapers and television news outlets 
in our country has to be aware of how easy it is to 
always be exposed to only ONE point of view.  Is this 
dangerous?  To quote a former vice-presidential 
nominee, “You betcha!”   

In The Brainwashing of my Dad, a documentary 
released just this year, Jan Senko looks at the rise of 
right-wing media as it impacted her own father.  The 
video is worth viewing no matter what your political 
persuasion because it deals with how one’s thinking 
can be shaped to become one-sided.  The primary 
factors, as identified by Dr. Kathleen Taylor, a British 
researcher studying the phenomenon of brainwash-
ing, include isolation, repetition and emotional over-
lay.  In the documentary, it was exemplified in the 
father’s attention to right-wing talk radio during his 
long, solitary drives to work every day, his gradual 
switch over to right-wing television news outlets and 
his  receipt  of a flood  of  like-minded  angry  or  fear- 

Dr. Pat Galaskas retired from Syosset where she was Elemen-
tary Curriculum Coordinator.  She serves as NYSRSAS secretary. 

inducing e-mails.  (If you were in East Germany un-
der the Communist regime, it would be a similar 
scenario but with leftist leanings.  For me, it was 
the recent surge of pro-Hillary/anti-Trump e-mails.) 

I think it is this one-sided ingesting of opinion 
absent rational analysis and real attempts to under-
stand opposing views among the populace and, by 
extension, among many of their representatives in 
government that contributes to the reluctance to 
attempt any form of compromise.  This has led to 
the current dysfunctional situation in Washington.  
I believe it has also contributed to the susceptibility 
of many to fear-mongering and even violence. 

So what can be done about it?  In the video, 
the father returns to his former, more reasonable 
self (he’s “de-programmed”?) when circumstances 
conspire to remove him from the daily talk radio, 
right-wing television news and constant one-sided 
e-mails.   

We don’t need to have our radio break down, 
be hospitalized and therefore “detached” from TV 
news, or have our spouse remove us from the mail-
ing lists of one-sided internet websites.   

For us, on a personal level, we can simply hark-
en back to what we learned as children and taught 
our students.  We can THINK rather than simply 
reacting.  We can always look at BOTH sides of any 
question.  We can do our best to recognize our own 
biases and consider whether they are preventing us 
from being fair-minded and rational.  And, yes, hav-
ing done all this, we can also VOTE intelligently – 
the future of our country depends upon it. 
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      In the previous issue of this news-
letter, I discussed two articles express-
ing concern about an increasing trend 
among students in our colleges and uni-
versities objecting to being exposed to 
ideas or readings with which they disa-
gree or which caused them “distress.”  I 
will now don my curmudgeonly old-guy 

hat to inveigh against an additional example of what I 
consider intellectual  ineptitude. 
 The June 17, 2016 issue of The Week magazine 
reported that some students at Yale have petitioned 
the English department “to drop a requirement that 
they study famed English poets such as Shakespeare, 
Chaucer, and Milton.”  They maintained that concen-
trating on the works of white men “harms all students 
and is especially hostile to students of color.”  The 
Week also noted, “They are calling on their professors 
to ‘decolonize’ the curriculum.”   Harms all students?  
Hostile to students of color?  (Italics are mine.)  Such 
unbridled hyperbole blatantly contradicts John Henry 
Newman’s description of a university as a place where 
“rashness (is) rendered innocuous and error (is) ex-
posed by the collision of mind with mind and 
knowledge with knowledge.” 
 Let me unequivocally state that I am not opposed 
to, but absolutely in favor of, including works by au-
thors of color in the curricula of English departments.  
However, as with any literary art, they should be stud-
ied within the framework of their particular time peri-
od and their influence on the continuing development 
of English literature.  Consequently, to decide the val-
ue and influence of any literary work merely on the 
basis of the author’s race or gender is intellectually 
dishonest. 
 Space constraints prevent my discussing at any 
length  the quality  and  influence of  the  authors  the  

PORT CITY PONDERINGS 
Joe Marchese          

objecting students consider hostile and harmful.  To 
be brief, Shakespeare’s plays still continue to be per-
formed and quoted throughout the world, some even 
in the form of operas by Giuseppe Verdi.  Along with 
his sonnets, they are also eloquent examples of iambic 
pentameter.  Milton’s epic poems Paradise Lost, Para-
dise Regained, and Samson Agonistes display his mas-
tery of blank verse.  I do, however, wish to devote a 
bit more space to Chaucer’s effect on English litera-
ture. 
 I wonder whether any of the students’ professors 
or teachers ever explained to them why Geoffrey 
Chaucer holds a distinguished position in the history 
and development of the English language.  He is gen-
erally accepted as the greatest English poet of the 
Middle Ages and the Father of English Literature.  
Writing in Middle English, the transition from Old Eng-
lish (sometimes erroneously called Angelo Saxon) to 
Modern English, he used the vernacular Midland dia-
lect rather than one of the other dialects spoken at 
the time.  The influence of his Canterbury Tales, 
written in the 1380s, and his other works established 
this dialect as the one that became the English we 
speak today.  Moreover, characters he portrayed in 
that work run the gamut of the society of his day from 
the noble (the knight) to the rather coarse laborer (the 
miller). 
 Perhaps it would be well for all students, especial-
ly those at Yale who object to the curricular require-
ments of the English department, to become more 
versed in the history and development of our lan-
guage and literature and emulate the clerk of whom 
Chaucer wrote in the Prologue to his Tales, “and gladly 
would he learn and gladly teach.” 

A former editor of the NYSRSAS Newsletter, Joe Marchese re-
ceived his Ph.D degree from St. John's University. He retired as 
Assistant Principal of Half Hollow Hills H.S East. 


